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Hydrogen Policy

Government data request hints at progress

A recent Government data request has got the hydrogen industry talking, as developers
seek signs of policy progress.

Government seeks latest data on hydrogen projects

The information request, issued by the Department of Energy Security & Net Zero, will
provide an up-to-date view of the hydrogen landscape across the country. The request
spans production, networks, storage, and use. Developers have until September 1st to
return their submissions with data about cost, capacity and the benefits of their projects.

The request comes at a time when there has been a hiatus in policy updates. The last
significant milestone came at the June 2025 Spending Review, with a £500m
commitment to establish the first regional hydrogen network. This was followed by a
consultation on hydrogen market frameworks later the same year.

Storage and networks will unlock the hydrogen
economy

Large-scale hydrogen storage enables supply-and-demand matching, electricity
generation when renewables are unavailable, the most efficient hydrogen production,
and resilience for planned maintenance.

Networks enable hydrogen to realise its potential. A pipeline network de-risks investment
by connecting producers to multiple potential customers — across industry and clean
power —with both groups gaining access to storage.

The mature and low risk HyNet hydrogen system unlocks regional growth, the training of
new apprentices, safeguards industries and supports a resilient power system.

The North West of England regional network can connect users to low carbon hydrogen
producers, whether electrolytic or carbon capture-enabled, gaining the advantages of
both. Hydrogen storage in Cheshire has the scale to provide 14-times the storage
capacity of current battery and pumped hydro installations combined, and the right
depth to enable fast-response clean power.
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HyNet’s HyNet Conference 2026, featuring Hydrogen UK, Pilkington Glass, EET, ESB,
Storengy, Cadent and RWE

Policy perspective

A new hydrogen strategy has been awaited since late last year. When published, it is
expected to reset the Government's ambitions for the sector, fire the starting gun on
applications to the Hydrogen Transport & Storage Allocation and Hydrogen Allocation
Round 3 for electrolytic hydrogen production projects, and launch the business model
and allocation process for Hydrogen to Power.

The release of the strategy and the opening of the competitions are taking longer than
expected, but the request for information has given developers a signal that Government
is still engaged with the hydrogen industry.

The transition to an Andy Burnham Government is an understandable cause of delay, as
new ministers are brought up-to-speed, but the fundamental case for hydrogen remains
strong, and we hope for clear steps forward this year.
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